city, which had been human in the fullest sense of the word, is the stage set for Act Three. The locus of Act 3, within which we are still acting, is the modern city, a city existing in continual reference to the utopian tradition, whose origins are in the forgotten city, destroyed in Act Two. This link stands in constant conflict with the redemptive tradition and its conception of the true city. In this article I will relate to both traditions, the tension existing between them and their connection to Tel Aviv on her eightieth anniversary.
The word "city" is next mentioned in the Bible in Genesis 11.4-9. Human reality after the Flood is indeed utopian: "And the whole earth was of one language and of one speech." In such a world, there is no need for philosophy, which would only try to interpret it; there is, rather, an opportunity to relate to its harmonious and uninterrupted personification. "One" language among people, and between them and their world, reflects a simple unproblematic, world, which contains "one speech," clear and discernable. There is in such a world, a room for perfect human understanding and morality; here, room had not yet been made for language's inability to conceive of and express the world, the basis of alienation between people and the world, and among people themselves.
Walter Benjamin, the famous Utopian, yearned for the language of the Garden of Eden -a perfect language, in which cosmic harmony was reflected, and in which communicative man was perfectly integrated with the world. In opposition to the language of the Garden of Eden, he held up the language of an oppressive world, the reality familiar to us. Like many other Utopians, Benjamin too omitted the utopian city which had existed once upon a time, and has since been forgotten. Now, we must turn back to the texts of her enemies in order to reassemble evidence of her existence. The taste of the Tree of Knowledge was still fresh on man's tongue in the forgotten city, and he distinguished himself as the possessor of unique abilities, which reached their perfect expression in the tower of the "city" which he established, a city including all peoples and all the provisions for human happiness. People are described here in the state prior to their settlement in different places, different cultures and different beliefs, an act which constituted the basis of their misery. Unlike the Eden-ish world of Adam and Eve (which already contained the tension between human possibilities and celestial evil, and into which had not yet been born the language-world alienation), in the world after the Flood, people had to work, and
